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This document serves as the driver for the level and type of programming possible to enhance 
visitor experiences at Point Defiance Park. It contains the descriptions of programs intended to 
achieve the highest standard of service in resource conservation, management, interpretation, 
public access, education and recreation. This plan also guides the proper equilibrium between 
stewardship and Park development. 

The goal is to maintain a careful balance between our commitment to protect and conserve 
resources, while providing important opportunities for recreational and educational use of the 
parklands, both now and in the future. Throughout the past six years, thousands of community 
members and park patrons have provided the input on which this document is based. It is that 
input which serves as the Park District’s guiding principles for managing and developing this 
community asset.

Collectively our work at the Park District over the years has involved great achievements in 
programs and activities, new revenue generation through generous public support both 
financially and through dedicated volunteers, continuous balance of conservation and 
recreational interests, and conservative management of the District’s financial resources. 
Together, along with our constituents and staff, we have continued to govern our precious parks, 
programs and partnerships as our founders did – with respect, integrity and opportunity.  

I encourage you to get out and experience this amazing regional park.  Over the next few years 
we will work together, with the public, to continue to enhance the entire park experience—for 
our children and grandchildren. We are all fortunate to live in this part of the world and to have 
Point Defiance Park in our own backyard.

Jack C. Wilson
Executive Director
Metro Parks Tacoma


