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P R O J E C T   V I S I O N 

The Puget Creek Management Plan reflects the community’s vision of 

the Puget Creek Natural Area as a greenspace that protects the creek 

and the forests at the site, while supporting outdoor programs and 

activities such as environmental education and interpretation.   

This vision blends a desire for recreation and public access to nature 

with a need to steward and protect the wildlife habitat and resources 

found in the natural area. The plan includes both management 

objectives and strategies to address the protection of Puget Creek for 

future generations. 
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A.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Metro Parks Tacoma and the City of Tacoma own approximately 52 acres in the 

Puget Creek Watershed in North Tacoma. A sub-watershed of the 

Chambers-Clover Creek Watershed, Puget Creek is located in a highly urbanized, 

single-family residential setting. Puget Creek is one of several gulches in Tacoma 

that collectively create a unique network of urban forests. In addition, Puget 

Creek is one of the few watersheds in Tacoma with a perennial creek capable of 

sustaining valuable salmon and steelhead populations.  

Since 1987, volunteers have been working to restore these populations and 

improve the Puget Creek Natural Area. In 2000, the non-profit organization, Puget 

Creek Restoration Society (PCRS), was formed to help restore and raise awareness 

about the creek. As a continuation of their efforts, this Management Plan is being 

established to help Metro Parks Tacoma guide the PCRS and other public and 

private interests and agencies in efforts to restore the Puget Creek Natural Area 

and raise awareness about the surrounding watershed.  

B.  PLAN OBJECTIVES 

The Metropolitan Park District of Tacoma (MPT) will continue to work with the 

City of Tacoma (COT) in order to use this management plan as a tool to achieve 

the goals and establish guidelines for coordinated management and maintenance 

efforts.  This Management Plan will also recommend parameters for the future of 

the natural area for education and recreational purposes. 

The Plan seeks to work toward an environmentally and economically healthy 

watershed that benefits all stakeholders with the following broad goals: 

1. Restore and maintain healthy ecosystems throughout the Puget Creek 

Natural Area that can sustain populations of salmonids.  

2. Promote and provide educational interpretation opportunities for the 

natural resources and systems within the Puget Creek Natural Area 

while providing a safe and clean place for Tacoma’s citizens to visit and 

enjoy. 

3. Provide a valuable and sustainable non-motorized transportation 

corridor that serves to connect the Ruston Way promenade with the 

Proctor District and surrounding neighborhoods. 
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4. Support restoration and maintenance efforts into the wider Puget Creek 

Watershed to enhance and protect the natural area’s fish and wildlife 

habitat. 

5. Coordinate management and maintenance efforts between the City of 

Tacoma and Metro Parks Tacoma to maintain appropriate access for 

utilities and ensure long term success of this Plan.   

C.  Stakeholders 

The following section lists the participating landowners, agencies, organization and 

public/private stakeholders who have interests in the Puget Creek Natural Area and its 

ongoing restoration efforts.  The following individuals/groups along with any others who 

express an interest were invited to participate in public sessions on March 13th and April 

24th 2012.  Summaries of comments received and voting results are located in Appendix 

B.1. 

1. Participating Landowners: 

Metropolitan Park District of Tacoma, City of Tacoma  

2.  Agencies: 

City of Tacoma, Metropolitan Park District of Tacoma, Washington State 

Department of Ecology, Pierce County, Puyallup Tribe, Tacoma Pierce County 

Health Department, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Washington 

State Department of Natural Resources, Puget Sound Partnership and United 

States Fish and Wildlife, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

3. Organizations: 

Puget Creek Restoration Society, Forterra, Citizens for a Healthy Bay, North End 

Neighborhood Council, Pierce Conservation District, Tahoma Audubon Society, 

and the South Puget Sound Salmon Enhancement Group.  

4. Established Agreements: 

The Puget Creek Restoration Society (PCRS) has adopted the Puget Creek Natural 

Area through an annually renewed Park Sponsorship Agreement with Metro Parks 

Tacoma.  Utilizing public outreach and volunteer coordination techniques, the 

PCRS is responsible for trail maintenance, habitat restoration / study and tour 

coordination. In addition, The PCRS has permission to access City properties and 



Puget Creek Natural Area Management Plan |  April 2012 
9 

will continue to coordinate with all agencies concerned to receive necessary 

approvals for activities.   

Metro Parks has a Land Use Agreement with Tacoma Public Utilities substation 

property located 3520 North Alder Way which allows for the placement of a 

storage container for the Puget Creek Restoration Society.  

D.  Existing Conditions 

The Puget Creek Natural Area provides a unique ecosystem in predominately urban 

surroundings.  The publicly owned portion (Metro Parks/City of Tacoma) of the Puget 

Creek Watershed provides approximately 52 acres of urban forest, steep slopes, wildlife 

habitat and salmon habitat. Puget Creek is considered healthy creek for the following 

reasons: the creek’s water quality meets the Washington Department of Ecology’s (DOE) 

standards, plant species and quantity is adequate for salmon habitat, the creek’s gravel 

meets the correct size for salmon spawning, and there is a presence of 

macro-invertebrates (such as stoneflies, mayflies, and caddis flies).  Continued 

management would further ensure the overall creek habitat remains viable into the 

future. 

1. Ecological Characteristics  

a. Landforms 

The Puget Creek Natural Area is located along the east side of the peninsula of 

North Tacoma.  Steep slopes surround most of the city and rise sharply from the 

narrow strip of lowlands onto flat or gentle rolling uplands which rise to over 300 

feet. The steep slopes are periodically notched with gulches and ravines, which 

provide scenic greenbelts and natural wildlife corridors. Puget Creek Natural Area 

is one of several gulches that cut into the relatively steep slopes surrounding most 

of Tacoma. The watershed is near sea-level at the lowest point and over 280 feet 

above sea level near the top. 

Puget Creek starts as a spring and runs 1650 feet through the watershed and 

provides habitat for a multitude of wildlife species.  Puget Creek Natural Area is 

vegetated with emerging Douglas fir and second growth hardwood.  Invasive 

vegetation is spreading in sections of the Natural Area.  Large stumps are present, 

indicating a historic forest condition.   Douglas fir and other conifers native to 

Tacoma should be protected and promoted.   Left to natural forces, the influx of 

non-native species would preclude native tree establishment, which in turn would 

allow invasive vegetation to continue to spread.  The main sources of these 
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invasives tend to be from adjacent private property, dumping and seeds being 

spread from birds and other animals. 

b.  Hydrology 

The Chambers Clover Creek Watershed 

Council has classified Puget Creek in 

Creek Water Resource Inventory Area 12 

(WRIA 12).  Puget Creek empties into 

Commencement Bay after flowing under 

Ruston Way at the waterfront. Puget 

Creek receives the majority of its flow 

from several perennial springs. The creek 

flows at 2.9 cubic feet per second (cfs) 

(An average found after a five year study by the Pierce County Stream Team).  

Most of the historical flow in Puget Creek has been incorporated into a storm 

drainage system which runs the length of the Puget watershed.  (See Map 2: Storm 

Drain, Sanitary Sewer and Puget Creek Relationship.)  

The overall water quality for Puget Creek is generally good. Research conducted by 

the Pierce County Stream Team (PCST) from 1995 to 2003 provides a recent 

average record of quality.  Water quality samples taken from Puget Creek 

measured dissolved oxygen (DO) and water temperature. The water temperature 

readings ranged from 7.6 C to 11.1 C and were all within WAC 173-201(2007) 

standards for a Class A creek. However, the 1994 dissolved oxygen readings ranged 

from 5.6mg/L to 9.2 mg/L and the WAC requires at least 8 mg/L.  Of 15 samples, 9 

were below WAC standards. Samples taken in the upper reaches of the creek were 

much more likely to have low dissolved oxygen levels.  To combat this problem, 

log weirs were installed in 1995 and the dissolved oxygen content has been 

increased substantially. 

As shown in Figure 1 below, the PCST has been documenting the discharge flow 

from Puget Creek from 1995 to 2003.  Their findings indicate that there is a 

significant year round creek flow capable of sustaining Chum, Coho salmon and 

Cutthroat trout runs.  
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Figure 1 

c. Surface and Ground Water 

Although Tacoma receives a mean (average) of 39.46" of rain per year, little runoff 

from the original drainage area reaches the Puget Creek Natural Area- instead 

several springs provide the constant flow in the creek.  In the upper half of the 

watershed, the original channel of Puget Creek appears to be significantly 

disturbed- in some locations it appears that the original sewer line was placed 

directly into the creek alignment.  The creek in the middle portion of the gulch 

meanders in shallow channels before flowing into a complex collection of 

wetlands.  These wetlands have a water table that is close to the surface and one 

can see surfacing springs and additional side channels in several locations.  The 

creek thence flows into a manmade conveyance system that moves the water 

toward Commencement Bay.  It is important to note that this system is a 

conglomeration of ditches and culverts, and contains a fish ladder and fish way. 

Most current storm drain structures are buried and not significantly apparent to 

the occasional visitor. Most of the utility development in the watershed is 

underground with manholes visible at various intervals.  Lateral lines (both storm 

and sanitary sewer) join main lines at various points, usually where an existing 

road easement or Right-Of-Way connects to the roadways above.  (For additional 
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information, see Appendix A, Map 2: “Puget Gulch Wastewater Sewer Rehabilitation 

and Replacement Project”.) 

d.  Soils 

Tacoma and adjacent areas are located in what is 

commonly known as the Puget Lowland. Soils in this 

region consist predominately of unconsolidated rock, 

gravel, sand, clay and silt. Tacoma (like most of the 

Puget Sound area) was impacted by the glacial 

advances approximately 10,000- 15,000 years ago. As 

the glacier moved southward, it deposited thick 

layers of advance outwash. As the glacier advanced, 

outwash material was covered by the glacier, which then deposited till on top of 

the outwash. This till was severely compacted by the weight of the overlaying 

glacier, which resulted in the formation of a dense layer of cemented soil that does 

not drain well.  As the glacier receded, additional recessional outwash material was 

deposited and the area became a fresh water lake from the accumulated 

melt-water. The lake eventually drained through the Chehalis River channel. What 

was left of this glacial action was a peninsula overlooking Commencement Bay and 

Puget Sound. 

The majority of the upland soils of Puget Creek Natural Area are of the 

Alderwood-Everett association, which consists of nearly level to rolling uplands 

and long, steep or very steep slopes breaking abruptly along the edge of these 

uplands into drainage channels or directly to the valley floor. Alderwood soils are 

moderately well drained and somewhat excessively drained that formed in glacial 

till and glacial outwash. The substratum is weakly cemented and very slowly 

permeable, beginning at a depth of about 3 feet. 

In 2006, a landslide occurred in an area immediately upslope of the main wetland 

in Puget Creek Natural Area. This landslide was caused by excessive stormwater 

adjacent to and upslope of the site, and the area failed during one of the heavy 

storms in 2006. As a result of the landslide, excessive sediment loading occurred 

within the hillside seeps, ponds, wetlands, and Puget Creek, including two ponds 

and a pool/tributary. The ponds and pool/tributary are fed by the seeps, slow and 

capture flows prior to conveyance to Puget Creek. During and shortly after the 

landslide, the ponds and pool/tributary slowed water velocities enough to allow 

the sediment to settle out of suspension, adding sediment to the ponds and 

covering the salmon habitat. 
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2. Land Use 

a. Historic Land Use 

According to historic reports, Puget Creek once 

carried three times the volume of water that it 

does now and was a natural habitat for Chum 

and Coho salmon.  Due to its location less than 

½ mile from historic Old Town and beautiful 

upland views, the neighboring areas around the 

gulch developed early, some parts prior to the 

turn of the 20th century.  According to reports, 

the lower portion of the Puget Creek Natural 

Area once held an estuary that was filled by a 

sawmill development on the site.  

Subsequently, fill was deposited on the shoreline for the railroad, and the mill 

expanded and along with adjacent development that has significantly impacted the 

estuary and stream.  

b. Current Land Use 

The watershed surrounding Puget Creek has been fairly intensively developed with 

predominately single-family residential development and small commercial 

facilities.  There are several Cities owned Rights-of-way that cross the gulch- most 

of which are not used.  One major exception is the Proctor Street Bridge, which 

crosses the gulch near the head of the gulch. Puget Creek Natural Area is located 

in the “R-2 VSD” One Family Dwelling District with a View Sensitive Overlay and 

as such uses such as parks and recreation require approval of a Conditional Use 

Permit (CUP).   

3. Land Cover Types and Data 

a. Land Cover 

The land cover classification of the Tacoma West Sub watershed in the 

Chambers-Clover Creek Watershed Action Plan defines the Puget Creek Natural 

Area as Forest Land, immediately surrounded by other natural cover.  The 

surrounding area is built-up and predominately single-family residential with two 

small neighborhood commercial areas in close proximity.   
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b. Slope 

The watershed has steep sides and 150 foot bluffs.  The average side slope in the 

Natural Area is 40% or greater.  

4. Wetland Classifications 

Please refer to Appendix A to view the 2009 Grette Associates Wetland Delineation 

Report in Appendix A.3.  In addition, the pending (2012) changes to the City of 

Tacoma Critical Areas Preservation Ordinance (CAPO) will increase the buffers 

provided to the wetlands within Puget Creek Natural Area to 300 feet by 

characterizing them as “Wetlands of Local Significance.”  This will allow them the 

highest level of protection provided by the CAPO. 

5.  Flora 

The Puget Creek Natural Area encompasses multiple habitat types with various 

vegetation characteristics, and they have been grouped below as prescribed by the 

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife: 

a. Forested – Primary conifer species typically consist of Douglas fir, Western red 

cedar and Western hemlock, primary deciduous species typically include red 

alder, black cottonwood, big leaf maple, Oregon ash or Oregon white oak.    

b. Riparian forest - dense stands of trees and/or shrubs provide hiding, escape and 

thermal cover, shade, foraging and nesting sites, perches, and water sources.  

Often these highly productive communities contain both plant and wildlife 

species that are endangered or threatened.  Common overstory trees in riparian 

zones include big leaf maple or black cottonwood, while the understory 

vegetation is composed of many hydrophytic shrub species such as alder or 

willow.    

c. Riparian shrub wetland – shrubs or small trees growing in soil which is 

seasonally or permanently flooded.  Vegetation may consist of cascara, 

crabapple, willow, red alder, and Douglas spirea.     

d. Marsh wetland – adjacent to riparian wetlands and characterized, typically, by 

permanent water depths of between 1-3 feet, vegetation may consist of cattails, 

sedges, rushes, reed canary grass, Douglas spirea, and willow.    

e. Forested wetland – many layers of plant growth where the upper layers consists 

of deciduous, evergreen or mixed tree types and the lower layers consist of 
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shrubs and herbaceous plants, the upper canopy may consist of red alder, black 

cottonwood, Oregon ash, Sitka spruce, western red cedar, Douglas fir and big 

leaf maple, the shrub layer below canopy may consist of vine maple, devil’s 

club, cascara, salmonberry, snowberry, red elderberry and crabapple, and the 

herbaceous plants may include lady fern, skunk cabbage, and water parsley.  

It is important to note that the Puget Creek Restoration Society’s efforts to restore and 

maintain these habitat types have resulted in the installation of multiple thousands of 

native plants and trees.  These efforts will continue, and special emphasis should be 

made on planting a diverse grouping of plants that are appropriately selected based on 

site conditions and management objectives. 

6.  Fish and Wildlife Resources 

The heavily vegetated sections of the Puget Creek 

Natural Area provide good habitat for fish and wildlife, 

and is listed as a “Biodiversity Corridor” on the 

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Priority 

Habitat System report.  (See Map 4).  A rarity in an urban 

environment, Puget Creek Natural Area is home to a 

multitude of animals and fish.  Numerous studies have 

been conducted by Puyallup Tribe Fisheries Department, 

University of Washington Tacoma campus and 

University of Puget Sound professors and students, 

Tahoma Audubon Society, and the Puget Creek Restoration Society.  A brief list of the 

fish and wildlife found in Puget Creek Natural Area include: Chum and Coho salmon, 

Cutthroat, trout, muskrat, Cooper’s hawk, red fox, eastern gray squirrel, mountain beaver, 

and numerous songbirds. 

Historically, the creek and its small estuary supported a productive Chum/Coho salmon 

run.  The estuary was filled for the construction of sawmill in the late nineteenth century.  

Later, the construction of a culvert with a 12 foot drop barred salmon passage at the 

creek’s mouth on Commencement Bay.  Historically, the bottom 400 feet (towards the 

mouth of the creek) has poor habitat due to its channelization along the edge of Alder 

Way. With the support of the Commencement Bay Clean-up Action Committee, Simpson 

Tacoma Kraft, City and Port of Tacoma, a fish ladder was installed in 1997. This ladder 

provided access to Puget Creek for salmonids on high tides from October 15th to Jan 15th 

when they return to the creek. 

Considering that the fish ladder is such an important feature for returning fish to gain 
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access to the open portions of the creek upstream, a new study should be commissioned 

to study how the ladder is functioning and if any modifications are warranted that will 

improve fish access. 

7.  Critical Habitat, Sensitive Species 

a. Salmonid Use 

Puget Creek currently provides habitat for Chum and 

Coho salmon and Cutthroat trout.  Over the years, 

several groups have worked to improve fish access and 

vegetative cover.  Efforts to return salmon to the creek 

began in 1994 when salmon fry were released.  To further 

encourage salmon to return, in-creek habitat has been (and continues to be) restored.  

In addition, The Puget Creek Restoration Society has had a salmon egg incubator 

installation since 2007. 

In the late summer/early fall of 2012, Metro Parks Tacoma will be working to restore 

additional salmonid habitat by removing sediment within the historical ponds in one 

of the main wetlands in the Natural Area.  The area where this project will occur was 

impacted by the landslide in 2006, and will focus on removing the sediments 

deposited into historical ponds by the landslide.  These ponds, which provided 

excellent rearing habitat for juvenile salmon prior to the landslide, have filled to the 

point where sediment is no longer settling within the ponds; instead, sediments are 

being carried and deposited within Puget Creek, thus compromising the stream’s 

salmon habitat potential.  Metro Parks, with the help of volunteers, will to reduce 

sediment levels in the lower pond and the lower pool/tributary area by hand dredging 

and disposing of the sediment off-site.  

b. Salmon Carrying Capacity and Goals 

A 1994 Puyallup Tribe report states that the carrying capacity of Puget Creek could 

sustain adult Chum salmon populations of 70-300 fish and 30 adult Coho salmon. 

Since many restoration activities have been underway since th 1994 carrying capacity 

study, a new study should be conducted to establish the potential salmon carrying 

capacity of the creek under existing conditions.  The fish ladder should also be 

re-assessed for passage issues to ensure this is not a partial barrier to fish passage.  

c.  Water Quality  

Point source pollution originates from the discharge of pollutants from a single, 
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readily identifiable source such as an industrial or sewage discharge pipe”.  In the case 

of Puget Creek, the City of Tacoma maintains a network of sanitary and storm sewers 

throughout the gulch that serve the surrounding neighborhoods.   It is important to 

note that in no instance do these systems directly discharge into Puget Creek or its 

associated wetlands.  Since 2000, four sanitary and storm sewer line breaks have been 

documented in the watershed. These were repaired expeditiously by the City of 

Tacoma once they were informed, but the threat of pollution from untreated sewage 

discharge is still present in Puget Creek. In January 2012, the City finished a major 

upgrade of the entire system, which included installing brand new sewer lines in the 

upper reaches of the Natural Area and inserting a PVC liner inside the larger diameter 

trunk lines in the valley bottom from the Proctor Bridge to Ruston Way.   

d. Non-Point Pollution 

Activities that cause non-point pollution 

(especially in urban areas) are greatly dispersed, 

making them difficult or even impossible to trace. 

The 1994 Puyallup Tribe Assessment stated, 

“Landscaping practices of the homeowner and the 

Parks Department have reduced the natural 

character of the creek. However, it is obvious that 

past logging, filling and mill operations have had 

a dramatic impact upon historic conditions. Simple landscape changes could greatly 

benefit productivity."   

e.  Erosion 

The process of erosion and sediment control has been a problem within the Puget 

Creek Natural Area. Since 1999, the PCRS has been working towards decreasing 

erosion on hillsides. Volunteers have replanted hillsides, removed fine sediment from 

the creek, and replaced with gravels, placed brush on side trails and open areas to 

decrease surface water flows, and created diversion ditches along the trail to prevent 

further erosion. 

 It is important to note that many of the actions stated above were accomplished 

 without the appropriate permits or review by local and/or state agencies, which 

 resulted in official regulatory action from the City of Tacoma in 2010.  After thorough 

 review, consultation and completion of appropriate measures to alleviate/mitigate for 

 the infractions, Metro Parks has instituted significant changes in its agreement with 

 the Puget Creek Restoration Society as a precaution against future violations. 
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8.  Regulatory Jurisdiction/Agency Stakeholders 

The following is a listing of local government units that share jurisdiction or have 

significant interest in the Puget Creek Puget Creek Natural Area: Unites States Army 

Corps of Engineers, National Marine Fisheries Service, National Oceanographic and 

Atmospheric Administration, United States Fish And Wildlife, Puyallup Tribe, 

Metropolitan Park District of Tacoma, City of Tacoma, Washington State Department of 

Fish and Wildlife, Washington State Department of Ecology, Washington State 

Department of Natural Resources, National Resource Damage Assessment Trustees, and 

Tacoma Pierce County Health Department.  

E.  Management Goals & Strategies 

1. Protect and restore the natural resources and unique habitats 

existing in the Puget Creek Natural Area.  

1.1. Create a baseline inventory of the Natural 

Area’s current conditions as a first step in the 

prioritization of all future restoration efforts.   

1.2. Enhance native plant diversity. Future plant 

enhancements must take into account the size 

of the plant at maturity and their proximity to 

road and trail alignments.  

1.2.1. Control invasive exotics and, as possible, rid the Natural Area of invasive 

plant species.   

1.2.2. Plant native plants that are beneficial to wildlife and soil stabilization.  

1.2.3. Work with neighboring property owners to reduce landslide potential, 

invasive plant invasion and other negative impacts to the Natural Area.   

1.2.4.Utilize surveillance equipment in areas where successful restoration is 

threatened by vandalism.  Coordinate with appropriate law enforcement 

when applicable.  

1.2.5.  Install a system of monitoring plots, coupled with a rigorous monitoring 

program to ensure all restoration efforts are successful. 

1.3. Within regulatory constraints, restore the creek/wetland corridor to increase the 

amount of habitat available to salmon and trout.  
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1.3.1. Initiate a study to reevaluate the carrying 

capacity of the creek in its current 

condition, including an assessment of the 

fish ladder. 

1.3.2. Evaluate the importation of spawning 

gravel to the creek as appropriate. 

1.3.3. Continue the Puget Creek Restoration 

Society’s salmon egg incubator project, 

within regulatory constraints.  

1.3.4. Work to improve creek flow.  Periodically review to evaluate the 

improvements.  

1.3.5. Support continued evaluation and monitoring of the creek and seek grants 

and other funding for necessary salmon habitat improvements, such as 

carcass and egg placement. 

1.3.6. Reincorporate lost creek flow back into main stem, if and whenever possible. 

1.3.7. Partner with other local, state and federal experts and/or organizations to 

evaluate the health of the stream system and formulate 

management/restoration strategies.  

1.3.8. Ensure proper permitting is in place prior to engaging in any management 

activities. 

2. Provide for Public Access for the Citizens of Tacoma.  

2.1. Work to provide safe and appropriate 

access from Puget Park and the 

surrounding North End neighborhoods 

to the Ruston Way Promenade. 

2.1.1. Restrict trails to one main system 

with one trailhead at Puget Park, a 

second where the maintenance road 

leaves Alder Way, and a third minor 

trailhead for neighborhood access west of the Proctor Street Bridge near 

Monroe Street.  
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2.1.2. Discourage pedestrian use of side trails no identified as part of the main trail 

system through discontinued maintenance, closures, signage, and planting.  

2.1.3. Provide a way-finding system and associated signage for easy use. 

2.1.4.Install appropriate signage to encourage safe access for those citizens with 

accessibility needs, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA). 

2.2. Continue to prohibit all recreational motorized use.  

2.3. Limit bicycle use to the maintenance road.  Discourage bicycle use of the 

secondary steep side slope trails.  

3. Integrate Community Involvement Wherever Possible. 

3.1. Continue to support the 

Puget Creek Restoration 

Society’s efforts in the Natural 

Area and throughout the 

community. 

3.1.1. Enforce the provisions of Puget Creek Restoration Society’s Park Sponsorship 

Agreement with Metro Parks Tacoma. 

3.2. Develop a regular schedule of park clean-ups.  

3.2.1. Involve local businesses in clean-up efforts as opportunities arise.  

3.3. Provide sustained leadership for the stewardship of the Puget Creek Natural Area. 

4. Provide a Safe Environment for the Citizens of Tacoma.  

4.1. Provide garbage cans at both the Puget Park and Alder Way trailheads, and 

establish maintenance responsibilities to ensure proper disposal.  

4.2. Work with the Tacoma Police Department to begin regular police patrols. 

4.3. Maintain the primary valley floor trail width to 12 feet to accommodate emergency 

vehicles, police patrols, and City of Tacoma maintenance equipment.  

4.3.1. Leave fallen trees except for trail and roadway clearance purposes. 

4.3.2. Regularly assess the Natural Area for hazardous and diseased trees and 
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manage them according to the underlying agency’s policy and direction. 

4.4.  Provide access for police to quickly respond to criminal activity complaints.  

4.5.  Evict transients who attempt to reside in the Natural Area by utilizing the City of 

Tacoma’s Homeless Encampment Hotline (253-830-6500). 

4.6. Conduct regular inspections of the watershed, including off-trail areas, to ensure 

no illegal dumping or development is occurring. Report offenders and post "No 

Dumping" signs as appropriate.  

5. Provide Public Education and Interpretation Opportunities for 

Continued Learning.  

5.1. Provide for public education and 

enjoyment of the Puget Creek Natural 

Area in a manner that will not damage 

the ecosystems.  

5.1.1. Expand Metro Parks’ nature based 

programming to regularly include 

opportunities for both children and 

adults in the Puget Creek Natural 

Area.  

5.1.2. Provide a map showing the designated trail system.  

5.1.3. Inform the public about the history of Puget Watershed.  

5.1.4. Incorporate Puget Watershed into formal school programs including field 

trips.  

5.1.5. Inform the public about Puget Creek Natural Area, its unique resources, and 

the restoration efforts concern citizens and groups have accomplished. 

5.2. Install and maintain appropriate interpretive and regulatory signage that 

conforms to the standards set forth in the Metro Parks Tacoma Trail Management 

Plan.   

5.2.1. Discourage trash and lawn debris dumping by posting "No Dumping" signs, 

coupled with direct neighborhood outreach. 

5.2.2. Introduce educational and interpretive signage as appropriate as 
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operational and maintenance budgets allow.  

6. Plan for Future Puget Creek Natural Area Infrastructure 

Improvements  

6.1.1. Protection of the Puget Creek watershed shall be of primary consideration 

when planning any future redevelopment or modifications to Puget Creek 

Natural Area.  

6.1.2. Provide ADA accessible amenities wherever appropriate and reasonable. 

6.1.3. Coordinate planning efforts to ensure compliance with the City Of Tacoma’s 

Comprehensive Plan. 

6.1.4.  Coordinate with the City of Tacoma to improve the sidewalk connection 

between Ruston Way and the Puget Creek Natural Area. 

6.1.5.Construct a raised boardwalk in the wetland areas in the lower portion of 

Puget Creek Natural Area that will be an integral part of the trail system and 

serve as a platform for education information about wetland functions and 

their importance.   

6.1.6.   Continue to maintain and improve the trail access from Puget Park.  

Install handrails and trail tread improvements as necessary.  

6.1.7. Provide appropriate trail furniture (such as benches and trash cans) at 

strategic locations throughout the Puget Creek Natural Area that conform to 

the standards set forth in the Metro Parks Tacoma Trail Management Plan.  

7. Maintain the Utilities and Maintenance Access Way 

7.1. Provide sufficient access for utility and bridge 

maintenance. Protection of the delicate 

ecosystem and habitat of the Puget Creek 

Natural Area shall be considered when planning 

maintenance activities.  

7.2. Coordinate with the various Departments and 

Divisions at the City of Tacoma. 

7.2.1. Provide routine inspection of the storm and sanitary systems to reduce the 

likelihood of system failure in the watershed.  
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7.2.2. Perform system improvements and upgrades as necessary to reduce the 

likelihood of system failure and subsequent damage to the watershed and its 

resources.  

7.2.3. Consider cost effectiveness of relocating main lines when major 

replacement work is needed.  

7.2.4. Secure the underside of the Proctor Bridge to eliminate climbing, rope 

swings, and graffiti.  

7.2.5. Consider improving lighting on the bridge to increase safety and aesthetics. 

7.2.6. Post "No Dumping" signs on the bridge.  

7.3. Maintenance Vehicle Access Road  

7.3.1. Maintain the compacted gravel surface road that provides access for 

maintenance vehicles, police patrols, and emergency vehicles and also serves 

as a pedestrian trail and bike path limited to the floor of the watershed. 

7.3.2. Monitor surface water drainage on the road to avoid sediment delivery to 

any stream or wetland. 

7.3.3. Construct and maintain culverts in necessary locations to prevent erosion of 

roadway surface and pollution of Puget Creek.  
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Appendix A: Maps and Reports 

Map 1:  Puget Creek Natural Area Management Plan- Scope and Ownership 

Map 2:  City of Tacoma “Puget Gulch Wastewater Sewer Rehabilitation and 

Replacement Project” 

Map 3.1 through 3.4:  2009 Grette Associates Wetland Delineation  

Report A.1: 2009 Grette Associates Wetland Delineation Report 

 

Appendix B: Public Outreach 

 Report B.1:  Strategy Voting Results – Public Meeting #1, March 13, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


