
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
NATURE & ENVIRONMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL                       
THURSDAY, September 12, 2019                
 

Charlotte’s Blueberry Park 
7402 East D Street 
Tacoma, WA  
6:00PM 
 
Attendees:  Brett Johnson, Jess Stone, and Jenn Stebbings  
 
Staff: Mary Anderson, Marina Becker, Amy Boucher, and Michele Cardinaux  
 
Called to Order:        Meeting was called to order at 6:00PM 
 
Minutes: 
Meeting minutes for August not approved. No quorum. 
 
BOARD REPORT: 
No Board Report. 
 
STAFF LIAISON REPORT: 
Emailed before the meeting. 
 
CHARLOTTE’S BLUEBERRY PARK (Mary Anderson, Amy Becker and Corina [didn’t catch her last name]): 
After 5+ years of crime, the neighborhood is trying to reactivate the park to discourage further 
crime/vandalism.  

- National Night Out 
- Work parties and habitat training to encourage stewardship 
- Blueberries & Blues 
- Park Watch app to help keep up with maintenance needs 
- On-site wetlands: vegetation management and camp removal; required City 

permits/approval for work in the wetlands.  
- Safe Streets, Larchmont 
- Future idea: scarecrow contest 

All the effort seems to be working for the most part. Park is being used more and more by 
neighborhood and less and less by ne’er-do-wells. There was no habitat steward until Kevin (5 years 
ago). Charlotte (park’s namesake) was a neighbor and original caretaker of the park. 
Different management practices tested out on blueberries: 

- Every other row the blueberries are cut to the ground for easier access between rows. Bushes 
take about 3 years after cutting to produce fruit again. 



- Some bushes are 50-60 years old (originally a farm in 1929). 

The group took a tour of the park together and saw all the different components and efforts put into 
the park.  
Mason bee boxes for pollinators and bird houses installed.  
Corina is the steward for the community garden. The garden had to be locked due to theft and 
vandalism.  

- Raised beds are individual plots ($10/year) 
- Rest of garden is farmed communally 

o 2-3 hours work parties every Wednesday and weekends 
o Requirement: 2 work parties/month and $5 contribution per year. 

GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
- Nothing of note for the good of the order 

Meeting adjourned at 7:15PM. 


