
 
 
Summer Camps 2020 
 
Metro Parks Tacoma is experiencing the effects of Covid-19 and statewide shutdowns alongside all our 
community members. While Pierce County enters into Phase 2 and begins planning for Phase 3, Metro Parks 
has numerous hurdles to face before we can return to serving the greater Tacoma community in the same 
capacity as before. 
 
As such, our Day Camps are having to be creative and flexible with our operations so that we can successfully 
and safely serve the youth of Tacoma this summer. Please see below for the Summer 2020 Day Camp Plan as 
well as some rationale behind our decision to move camps. 
 

Day Camp Locations: Gray Middle School and NE Tacoma Elementary 
• Advantages of moving into TPS school sites: 

o Allows for successful physical distancing regardless of state mandated phases. This model 
would allow us to scale up or back down as needed in case Pierce County goes back to Phase 1 
during the summer. The classrooms can act as homerooms for students for lunch/snack times, 
art/craft activities, and in case of emergencies/inclement weather. 

o We will be keeping groups of children in specific co-horts, in assigned areas of the space, which 
means should someone fall ill, it allows for an easier time with contact tracing. This means 
should someone be diagnosed with COVID, then only that co-hort will need to isolate, rather 
than the entire camp. 

o TPS Schools each have gyms, playgrounds, and outdoor fields/courts to allow for a variety of 
activities. We acknowledge that the unique natural experiences campers get at Titlow Beach 
will be greatly missed. But be assured that in NO way will your students just be sitting in a 
classroom all day! We will have fun scheduled into every single part of the day! 

o TPS will have custodial staff on site and working alongside our staff Monday-Friday. Our staff 
will work with the custodians to assure that classrooms, restrooms, and any shared areas (gym, 
library, etc) are sanitized multiple times a daily. 

o TPS will have food service staff on site and will be able to provide FREE breakfast and hot 
lunch to all campers Mon-Thurs. Friday, Metro Parks will provide free meals through our 
vendor/meal program. 

• Reasons why Titlow Lodge/Park cannot be used: 
o With only one small building (the Lodge) we would not be able to maintain proper physical 

distancing in the event of an emergency or inclement weather. 
o Titlow Lodge only has two usable restrooms in the building, and the rest of the bathrooms 

used are public facilities. We would not be able to maintain a level of sanitation that would 
keep our campers and staff safe. 

o Titlow Lodge does not have custodial staff to ensure proper sanitation. 
• Reasons why Center at Norpoint cannot be used: 

o Due to a projected budget deficit, Metro Parks had to make the hard decision to lay off or 
furlough a majority of our employees. As such, each community center is only being maintained 
at a minimal level. The centers do not have custodial or other support staffing at this time and 
Metro Parks has not finalized a timeline of when the centers will be able to reopen for use. 


